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Jesus. There has been a lot of discussion 
over the centuries centered on the reason for 
Jesus Christ. Gift from God, Savior of the World, 
Prince of Peace, Teacher, Healer, Ransom. For 
some, Jesus is a friend who walks with them 
each and every day. For others, Jesus is the 
center of traditional times during the calendar 
year. Still there are many who do not know 
Christ at all. There are all kinds of opinions to try 
to explain the reason for Jesus. I want to 
purpose a different way. 

Maybe that is the answer in itself. What if we 
tried to focus less on reason and more on 
purpose? 

Need more? Reason has always seemed to 
be more of an intellectual decision based on 

Continued on page 2... 

facts. Even the definition of the term places me 
in conflict with my feelings about the Son of God. 
Reason: A statement presented in justification or 
explanation of a belief or action, or; the mental 
powers concerned with forming conclusions, 
judgments, or inferences. You might be reading 
this thinking, “Well, I just looked up the definition 
of “Purpose” and discovered it is a noun and 
means, “the reason for which something exists 
or is done, made, or used.” So are we back to 
reason? 

For God so loved the world, God sent Jesus. 
We all can recite this (paraphrased) passage 
from John 3:16, but, have we considered the 
meaning behind it? Lets use “Purpose.”  

Purpose is a verb as well as a noun. It means 
to set as an aim, intention or goal, to intend; 
design, to resolve (to do something).  For God 
so loved the world, God purposed Jesus. The 
purpose of Jesus was to show the world God’s 
love. Purposing to show God’s love, Jesus was 
sent. I do not claim to be an English major, but it 
seems the subject of the statement is “God’s 
Love!” God’s love is the noun and Jesus 
becomes the verb. 

The season of Lent begins on Wednesday, 
February 10, 2016.  Traditionally, it marks the 40 
days, which, according to the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus spent, before 
beginning his public ministry, fasting in the 

Picture Love 
by Pastor Rob McCoy 



NMUMC is sponsoring a collection of cell 

phones to provide deployed and returning 

troops cost-free methods to communicate 

with  families while serving in the United 

States military. Donate cell phones (with their 

chargers) and place in the  designated box. 

Picture Love...continued 

desert, after which he endured temptation by 
the Devil. In many faith groups, including ours, 
people may choose something to give up 
during this Lenten season. The traditional 
purpose of Lent is the preparation of the 
believer through prayer, penance, repentance 
of sins, almsgiving, atonement and self-denial. 
These are all good, if we know the definition of 
our nouns and our verbs. 

Love is the noun and Jesus is the verb. If 
love is the noun, then all the other traditional 
purposes of lent become the verbs. Fasting is 
not the reason for Lent, but, fasting might be 
the way we best connect with God’s love 
through Jesus Christ during the days leading up 
to Easter. And isn’t Easter the culmination of 
God’s love lived out in Jesus Christ? 

This season I invite you to experience the 
noun and discover the verb! North Mason 
United Methodist Church is engaging in a social 
media experience to look at Love and Jesus 
differently for the next 40 days. Follow us on 
Facebook as we post readings and pictures 
which show Jesus in action, Jesus in service, 
Jesus in community, Jesus in silence, Jesus as 
a verb and Love as the noun. Our focus will be 
on Christ as teacher and Christ as our target. 
Christ is the answer to the question, “How 
much?”  

You are invited to journey with us as we 
discover Jesus the verb. Jesus our aim, Jesus 
our intention, Jesus our design, and Jesus our 
resolve. Living Jesus as a verb will help us 
discover God’s love in all that we do and in all 
that we say. This Lenten season will be our 
opportunity to be a part of God’s love in action. 

The church will be open on Wednesday, 
February 10, 2016, Ash Wednesday, between 
12:00PM and 6:00PM for all who would like to 
have a personal, private (or semi-private) 
moment to receive their ashes. These ashes 
will be made from the same palm fronds, which 
we waved last Palm Sunday welcoming Jesus 
into Jerusalem and into our lives. We will have 
a traditional Ash Wednesday service beginning 
at 7:00PM.  

Our spirituality is not a destination and it is 
not a noun. Our spirituality is a journey and it is 
a verb. I pray this season will be about 
discovering the purpose of Christ and the 
purpose for Christ in our world. As we celebrate 

Around The Grounds 

Due to vacations and planning for 2016, 
the “Around The Grounds” update will be 
available in the March newsletter. 

Butch Boad 
Chair, Board of Trustees 

communion, we re-member Christ or put Christ 
back together in our bodies. This brings up the 
question, “For what purpose?” Discover God’s 
purpose for your life, with your brothers and 
sisters of the North Mason United Methodist 
Church, beginning Wednesday, February 10, 
2016 at 7:00PM. 

For God so loved the world, Jesus! 

Following Jesus, we Reach, Align, Connect, 
and Engage! 

~ Pastor Rob 



From the cluttered desk 
of  your Lay Leader, Joyce Stratton… 

 

As Pastor Rob says, 
“There’s a lot going on in this church!” 

 

Several ladies joined together for our first ladies ‘social’ on 
Thursday, January 14th. Judy Honsowetz hosted the event. 

Beth, from FIA, shared an update of the HUB construction. She also shared a fun-filled 
calendar of events for which the FIA van is being used. Are you aware they will be taking 
possession of the building in February, and will be moving the FIA store in February or 
March, with senior services to be function from the HUB by April? 

Where do your interests lie? How would you like to see the ladies group develop? Our 
next ‘social’ is scheduled as a brunch at 10:30am on Saturday, February 27th. Childcare will 
be available. Ladies are asked to bring one of the following options:  juice, fruit, 
veggies, or bread. A main course of either strata or quiche will be provided. We’re still 
working out the kinks and trying to find a time suitable for the majority of interested 
parties.  Hope to see you there. 

Nancy Polen will be leading a bible study beginning Wednesday, February 17th, at the 
home of Robbi Huff. Robbi is a friend of the church and lives just off Hwy. 302 (Victor cut-
off) in Belwood. Her address is 30 East Cardinal Court. Ladies are asked to bring a sack 
lunch and study will begin at 11:30am. The first meeting will be two-fold: 1) a study of the 
one-page book of Philemon, and 2) discussion of how and what to study. 

If your interest lay in community service [this is for you guys too], our schools are 
always in need of volunteers. Reading buddies, mentioned last month, is one possibility. 
United Way would like to meet with us personally to formally introduce the project and get 
a sense of our desire to be involved. 

Support of a garden project at Belfair Elementary, “How Does Our Garden Grow” is 
another. They are looking for volunteers to either help develop the garden area or plant the 
vegetables and tend their garden alongside the students. 

We’ve had an inquiry this month regarding interest in caregiving. A new group of 
Lakeland Village residents are gathering to provide assistance ranging from simply 
providing resource information, or as involved as providing home care services to provide 
respite care for caregivers. They are currently meeting Tuesday mornings, 10:00am, at the 
Haven in Allyn. They are also looking for church space for meetings. 

LEAP DAY FUNdraiser 
Come to a fun potluck dinner and dessert auction! The dessert auction will fund our 

annual mission outreach program. Please share your favorite yummy potluck item. Submit 
your best dessert. It will be displayed and then auctioned. February 29th, 5:30pm, at 
NMUMC. SEE YOU THERE! 

Where and how would you like to help God’s light shine through? 

 

~Joyce  
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Box Tops for Education! 
 

Barb Goodell’s school (Grapeview Elementary) has a friendly competition 
every year to see which class can collect the most “Box Tops.”  If anyone 
would like to save these for Barb, she would love to have them! 
 

Please see Barb for more details. 

Education Hour for Adults 
 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is Faithlink, a discussion on the intersections of faith and current 
events.  

Free Community Lunch 
 

The next Wednesday Free Community Lunch that will be hosted by NMUMC is on 
February 17, from noon-1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist Church. If you would 
like to help in this community outreach program, call or talk to Judy Honsowetz or Lynn 
Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Time is provided during worship for elementary school age children, after 
which childcare is available for all ages. 

Emergency Food Collection 
NMUMC donates to three groups in our area. The North Mason 
Food Bank, Community Food Pantry and the Coalition of 
Churches & Community. 

WE DID IT! We had a great group of volunteers meet down at 
the North Mason Resource Center in the early morning hours 
to set up canopies and get cooking! We had scrambled eggs, 
sausage, pancakes, and juice for breakfast. For lunch we 
served three wonderful types of soup and chili with rolls. 

The resource center gave out coats, socks, blankets, gloves, and numerous other items needed 
to survive the cold for our community’s homeless. 

Thank you Tom M., Tom L., Rachel and Russell, Lynn S., Hazel R., Hazel B., and Ken P. 
Everyone was so generous with their time, energy, and laughter! Yes, we had fun and met some 
new people! 

I don't know about anyone else, but I left with a feeling of gratitude. Thank you everyone! 

~ Mike & Denise Snow 

“The Word” 
 

Do you have a different version of the bible than I do? Do you 
want to study and explore the upcoming scripture being read on 
Sunday? Do you like to be in friendly discussions as to the 
possible meaning of the scripture? Come join us! We are “The 

Word” discipleship group. We meet on Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 7:30pm in the church 
library. We are having lots of fun and discussion on what the pastor wants us to read! Yes, we try to 
stay ahead of him! Come join us! All are welcome! 



Our Presence 

January 3 - 66 

January 10 - 31 

January 17 - 46 

January 24 - 65 

January 31 - 55 
 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 
Sarah Watkins (friend of Duana Dugan), Chris 
Jacomb (friend of the Fleeners), Alicia Tarin, 
Sandy Shoemaker, Rachel Bearce, Gary 
Carter, Barbara and Sandy (friends of Rachel 
Bearce), Michael Kann (Bobby Stratton’s brother-
in-law), Susan Bonnel (friend of Jan Olmsted), 
Jennifer O’Keefe, Mike Williams (Gene & Linda 
Williams son), Juanita High, Laura Lee (Gerry 
Wasner’s youngest daughter), Dan Bearce, Al 
Aosved, Miguel (Barb & Ben Boad’s son-in-law), 
Rebecca Merhaut (Phyllis Merhaut ’s daughter-in
-law), and Leon Hart for healing and medical 
concerns 

Robert Spooner (Linda Humphrey’s brother) as 
he is being moved to a hospice center. 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired in 
war and political violence 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 

The finance committee is pleased to report that 
during calendar year 2015 (January 1st - December 
31st)  our income exceeded our expenses by $6,218. 
Also, our 2016 budget was approved by the Church 
Council at their December 17, 2015 meeting. This 
budget again includes the decision to have a less 
than full time pastor and administrative staff. 
However, we did not ask for a reduction in our 
scheduled apportionment payments to the Pacific NW 
District. We will pay 100% of these apportionments 
(which are determined by the District). If you have any 
questions about the 2015 financial summary, or the 
2016 budget, please feel free to contact Sandy 
Shoemaker, Finance Chair at 
sshoemaker@wavecable.com. 

We would also like to thank Carmen Caporale and 
Larry Bonzer who have worked very hard on the 
Finance Committee for the last several years and will 
be leaving us in 2016. We would also like to give a big 
welcome to our two new members who actually 
started serving on the Committee in January – Laura 
Boad and Jay Matsen. 

The Finance Committee is looking forward to 2016 
– it should be an exciting year for our church. Thanks 
again to all of you for your generosity and support! 

Blessings From Your Finance Committee 
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Our Service 
How about those SNOWS?! Mike and Denise not 

only organized a paint party to finish sprucing up the 
narthex, they also provided lunch for the crew. Many 
thanks to Mike and Denise, their grandson Nathan 
Cook, Rachel Bearce, Butch Boad, Jan Olmsted, and 
Dan and Barb Goodell! 

February Birthdays 
 5th Steven Wyble 

 6th Mel Coffman 

 7th Betty Westfall 

 9th DeeAnn Meacham 

 12th Debbie Boad 

  Floyd Chidester 

 14th Jodi Smith 

 17th Rachel Bearce 

 18th Michael Deignan 

 22nd Barbara Acuna 

February 
Anniversaries 
 7th Jerry & Jan Post 

 24th Gary Walter & Young-Ae Lee 

mailto:sshoemaker@wavecable.com


First Sunday 

Breakfast 
February 7th, 8:30am 

at NMUMC 
Come join us for breakfast 

and help make breakfast 

burritos to share with the 

hungry of  our community. 
~ Donations are always welcome ~ 

Ladies’ Social Brunch 
 

Saturday, February 27th 
10:30am 

 

(Childcare Will Be Available) 
 

See Lay 
Leader’s Report 

on page 3 for 
details! 

Leap Day Potluck & Dessert Auction 
(Fundraiser to Support Our Mission Outreach) 

 

Monday, February 29th 
5:30pm at NMUMC 

 

Bring Your Favorite Potluck Dish to Share 
and Your Specialty Dessert to Be Auctioned! 

 

(See Lay Leader’s Report on page 3 for more details) 

Socks and Gloves 
Wanted! 

 

Our Homeless in our 
community are cold and wet. 
They are in desperate need 
for many things. One thing is 
dry socks and gloves. I have 
seen them come in to the 

North Mason Resource Center asking for help 
and then they quietly ask if there are any dry 
socks available. When they do get a pair they 
are so grateful. I know when I am working 
outside or playing for that matter and my feet 
get wet or my hands get cold I am miserable 
until I get a dry pair on. What if I didn't have a 
dry pair? It is such a simple thing that many of 
us don't think of, I didn't until I saw the person 
come in and ask and receive. New socks, 
used good socks, gloves of any kind would be 
so appreciated by both the NMRC so that 
they had them available when needed and the 
homeless who are in need. Please clean out 
your drawers and closets for any good socks 
or gloves you are not using, also this is a 
great time of year for these items to be on 
sale at most stores. Bring 
them in through the month 
of February, there will be 
a box ready for your 
donation. 

Thank you from our 
community in need. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesda Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

2 
7pm NA 

3 
6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

4 
6pm ACA 

5 
7pm NA 

6 

7 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
w/Communion 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

9 
7pm NA 

10   Ash 
Wednesday 

 
 

11 
6pm ACA 

12 
7pm NA 

13 
 

14 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 

 
 
 

 

15 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

16 
5:30pm 
NMR BOD 
 

7pm NA 

17 
11:30am 
Bible Study 
 

12pm Free 
Lunch @ 
BCBC hosted 
by NMUMC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

18 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm 
Committee 
Meetings 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 
 

6pm ACA 

19 
7pm NA 

20 
 

21 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 

 

22 

 

12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

23 
7pm NA 

24 
11:30am 
Bible Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

25 
 

6pm ACA 

26 
7pm NA

27 

28 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

29 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

 

     



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us  in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in 

Pensacola, FL 

Gaven Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson is out of the Marine and currently in DC working for the 

government. He has been admitted to Vasser and will be attending soon. 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson in the reserves and back home struggling to find a career. 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed at Ft. Walton, FL. 

Aislinn Miner - Judy Mastick’s granddaughter in the Army returned from her 3rd deployment to Iraq/

Afganistan and is now stationed at Fort Irwin, CA 

 

February 2016 

Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


